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but the industry* which is an old-established one, undoubtedly owes
much at the present time to the inherited skill of those who are
engaged in it. Chemical products and ceramic wares are also
extensively,^ but not exclusively, produced upon the coalfields.
Sulphuric acid is manufactured near Liege, in the vicinity of the
zinc works which formerly obtained their raw material from the
Vieille Montague in the neutral territory of Moresnet, but are now
compelled to import the most of it from abroad. Superphosphate of
lime is manufactured in the same locality with phosphates obtained
partly at home and partly abroad, while carbonate of soda is largely
produced in the neighbourhood of the glass-works, where it is in
great demand. The earthenware- and brick-works situated in
this region obtain the coarser material which they require from
the clays underlying the loam of Hesbaye, while finer clays are
found near Mons, to the south of Charleroi, and elsewhere. Venders,
situated on the dividing line between the Ardennes and the Car-
boniferous region, is, with its neighbourhood, the great centre of
the woollen industry in Belgium, and owes much of its prosperity
to the excelent facilities for washing wool provided by the pure
waters of the Gileppe dam. Foreign wool imported by way of
Antwerp are washed at Venders before being dispatched for
manufacture in Central Europe.
CENTRAL BELGIUM AND FLANDERS. The loam lands of Central
Belgium constitute the most fertile part of the whole country.
Wheat is the principal cereal crop, and the yield per acre is high;
sugar beet is cultivated on an extensive scale, and flax, chicory,
and other industrial crops are grown. In Flanders the districts
covered by sand have been greatly improved by the cultivators
raising the underlying clay, where it is at no great depth, and mix-
ing it with the sand. In this and in other ways a region, which
would have been, if left to itself, as barren as the greater part of
the Carapine, has been rendered most productive. Rye, potatoes,
and flax are the principal crops. In the rich soil of the polders
wheat and barley, flax, sugar-beet, and other crops are grown; large
numbers of cattle are raised, and dairying is an important pursuit
of the inhabitants.
The industrial activity of the whole of this region is of considerable
antiquity. In the Middle Ages the towns situated within
it were able, largely on account of their central position on the